
CALL NOW TO STOP AB 2943 

TAKE ACTION 
 

PROTECT GOOD PARENTS 
FROM BEING ARRESTED 

 

� � � 
 

AB 2943 is a California bill that would  
criminalize parents who lovingly and 
occasionally spank their children to  

correct misbehavior, using a wooden 
spoon, little paddle or other implement. 

SPRING 2008 

Please call Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger and 
your California State Assemblymember and State 
Senator in Sacramento. Tell them: “Oppose AB 
2943. This bad bill will arrest good parents who 
occasionally spank with an implement to correct 
their child’s behavior. Spanking isn’t child abuse. 
There are already laws against real child abuse.” 
 
1.  CALL GOV. SCHWARZENEGGER AT ONE 
OR ALL OF HIS OFFICES. 
 

State Capitol 
Phone: 916-445-2841 
Fax: 916-558-3160 
  

Fresno Office 
559-445-5295 
Fax: 559-445-5328 
 

Los Angeles Office 
Phone: 213-897-0322 
Fax: 213-897-0319 
 
2.  CALL YOUR STATE ASSEMBLYMEMBER 
AND STATE SENATOR IN SACRAMENTO. 
To locate their contact information, look in your 
phone book’s State Government section, or visit 
the Legislative Center at savecalifornia.com. 

For the latest updates, visit savecalifornia.com 

Campaign for Children and Families 
  

Randy Thomasson, President 
P.O. Box 511 
Sacramento, CA 95812 
www.savecalifornia.com 

THE FACTS ON AB 2943 
 
AB 2943 adds spanking with “an 
implement” to the definition of child 
abuse in California. A convicted 
parent could lose custody of his or 
her children, be ordered into 
“nonviolent parental education 
class,” and be sent to jail for a year. 
 
AB 2943 reads, in part: ...when 
determining whether or not a de-
fendant willfully caused any child 
to suffer, or inflicted unjustifiable 
physical pain or mental suffering, 
the finder of fact may consider any 
of the following:  (A) The use of an 
implement, including, but not  
limited to, a stick, a rod, a switch, 
an electrical cord, an extension 
cord, a belt, a broom, or a shoe.    
 
Because AB 2943 puts spanking 
with “an implement” into the Penal 
Code, police, district attorneys, 
and all mandatory reporters would 
be trained to view all parents who 
spank as suspected child abusers.  

Riverside Office 
Phone: 951-680-6860 
Fax: 951-680-6863 
 

San Diego Office 
Phone: 619-525-4641 
Fax: 619-525-4640 
 

San Francisco Office 
Phone: 415-703-2218 
Fax: 415-703-2803 
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