
PARENTS’ RIGHTS IN CALIFORNIA AND FEDERAL LAW 
For a complete copy of the Code cited please contact your school district or visit www.leginfo.ca.gov 

 
Title 20 U.S.C. Section 1232(h) Protection of pupil rights (Excerpts)  All instructional materials, including teacher's manuals, films, tapes, or other 
supplementary material which will be used in connection with any survey, analysis, or evaluation as part of any applicable program shall be available for 
inspection by the parents or guardians of the children.... No student shall be required, as part of any applicable program, to submit to a survey, analysis, or 
evaluation that reveals information concerning - (1) political affiliations; ... (3) sex behavior and attitudes; ... (5) critical appraisals of other individuals with 
whom respondents have close family relationships ... without the prior written consent of the parent.... Educational agencies and institutions shall give parents 
and students effective notice of their rights under this section. 
 
CA Education Code 221.5 (Excerpts)  (a) It is the policy of the state that elementary and secondary school classes and courses, including nonacademic and 
elective classes and courses, be conducted, without regard to the sex of the pupil enrolled in these classes and courses.  (b) A school district may not prohibit a 
pupil from enrolling in any class or course on the basis of the sex of the pupil.... (c) A school district may not require a pupil of one sex to enroll in a particular 
class or course, unless the same class or course is also required of a pupil of the opposite sex.  (d) A school counselor, teacher, instructor, administrator, or aide 
may not, on the basis of the sex of a pupil, offer vocational or school program guidance to a pupil of one sex that is different from that offered to a pupil of the 
opposite sex or, in counseling a pupil, differentiate career, vocational, or higher education opportunities on the basis of the sex of the pupil counseled…. The 
parents or legal guardian of the pupil shall be notified in a general manner at least once in the manner prescribed by Section 48980, in advance of career 
counseling and course selection commencing with course selection for grade 7 so that they may participate in the counseling sessions and decisions.  (e) 
Participation in a particular physical education activity or sport, if required of pupils of one sex, shall be available to pupils of each sex. 
 
CA Education Code 51100 (Complete)  The Legislature finds and declares all of the following: (a) It is essential to our democratic form of government that 
parents and guardians of school age children attending public schools and other citizens participate in improving public education institutions.  Specifically, 
involving parents and guardians of pupils in the education process is fundamental to a healthy system of public education.  (b) Research has shown conclusively 
that early and sustained family involvement at home and at school in the education of children results both in improved pupil achievement and in schools that are 
successful at educating all children, while enabling them to achieve high levels of performance.  (c) All participants in the education process benefit when 
schools genuinely welcome, encourage, and guide families into establishing equal partnerships with schools to support pupil learning.  (d) Family and school 
collaborative efforts are most effective when they involve parents and guardians in a variety of roles at all grade levels, from preschool through high school. 
 
CA Education Code 51101 (Excerpts)  (a) ... the parents and guardians of pupils enrolled in public schools have the right and should have the opportunity, as 
mutually supportive and respectful partners in the education of their children within the public schools, to be informed by the school, and to participate in the 
education of their children.... (7) To have a school environment for their child that is safe and supportive of learning.  (8) To examine the curriculum materials of 
the class or classes in which their child is enrolled ... parents and guardians of pupils shall have the opportunity to work together in a mutually supportive and 
respectful partnership with schools, and to help their children succeed in school. 
 
CA Education Code 51501 (Complete)  No textbook, or other instructional materials shall be adopted by the state board or by any governing board for use in 
the public schools which contains any matter reflecting adversely upon persons because of their race, sex, color, creed, handicap, national origin, or ancestry. 
 
CA Education Code 51513 (Complete)  No test, questionnaire, survey, or examination containing any questions about the pupil's personal beliefs or practices in 
sex, family life, morality, and religion, or any questions about the pupil's parents' or guardians' beliefs and practices in sex, family life, morality, and religion, 
shall be administered to any pupil in kindergarten or grades 1 to 12, inclusive, unless the parent or guardian of the pupil is notified in writing that this test, 
questionnaire, survey, or examination is to be administered and the parent or guardian of the pupil gives written permission for the pupil to take this test, 
questionnaire, survey, or examination.   
 
CA Education Code 51937 (Complete)  It is the intent of the Legislature to encourage pupils to communicate with their parents or guardians about human 
sexuality and HIV/AIDS and to respect the rights of parents or guardians to supervise their children's education on these subjects.  The Legislature intends to 
create a streamlined process to make it easier for parents and guardians to review materials and evaluation tools related to comprehensive sexual health education 
and HIV/AIDS prevention education, and, if they wish, to excuse their children from participation in all or part of that instruction or evaluation.  The Legislature 
recognizes that while parents and guardians overwhelmingly support medically accurate, comprehensive sex education, parents and guardians have the ultimate 
responsibility for imparting values regarding human sexuality to their children. 
 
CA Education Code 51938 (Complete)  A parent or guardian of a pupil has the right to excuse their child from all or part of comprehensive sexual health 
education, HIV/AIDS prevention education, and assessments related to that education, as follows: (a) At the beginning of each school year, or, for a pupil who 
enrolls in a school after the beginning of the school year, at the time of that pupil's enrollment, each school district shall notify the parent or guardian of each 
pupil about instruction in comprehensive sexual health education and HIV/AIDS prevention education and research on pupil health behaviors and risks planned 
for the coming year.  The notice shall include all of the following: (1) Advise the parent or guardian that written and audio visual educational materials used in 
comprehensive sexual health education and HIV/AIDS prevention education are available for inspection.  (2) Advise the parent or guardian whether the 
comprehensive sexual health education or HIV/AIDS prevention education will be taught by school district personnel or by outside consultants.  (3) Information 
explaining the parent's or guardian's right to request a copy of this chapter.  (4) Advise the parent or guardian that the parent or guardian may request in writing 
that his or her child not receive comprehensive sexual health education or HIV/AIDS prevention education. (b) Notwithstanding Section 51513, anonymous, 
voluntary, and confidential research and evaluation tools to measure pupils' health behaviors and risks, including tests, questionnaires, and surveys containing age 
appropriate questions about the pupil's attitudes concerning or practices relating to sex may be administered to any pupil in grades 7 to 12, inclusive, if the parent 
or guardian is notified in writing that this test, questionnaire, or survey is to be administered and the pupil's parent or guardian is given the opportunity to review 
the test, questionnaire, or survey and to request in writing that his or her child not participate. 
 
CA Education Code 51939 (Complete)  (a) A pupil may not attend any class in comprehensive sexual education or HIV/AIDS prevention education, or 
participate in any anonymous, voluntary, and confidential test, questionnaire, or survey on pupil health behaviors and risks, if the school has received a written 
request from the pupil's parent or guardian excusing the pupil from participation. (b) A pupil may not be subject to disciplinary action, academic penalty, or other 
sanction if the pupil's parent or guardian declines to permit the pupil to receive comprehensive sexual health education or HIV/AIDS prevention education or to 
participate in anonymous, voluntary, and confidential tests, questionnaires, or surveys on pupil health behaviors and risks.  (c) While comprehensive sexual 
health education, HIV/AIDS prevention education, or anonymous, voluntary, and confidential test, questionnaire, or survey on pupil health behaviors and risks is 
being administered, an alternative educational activity shall be made available to pupils whose parents or guardians have requested that they not receive the 
instruction or participate in the test, questionnaire, or survey. 
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